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Pond Restoration
LocaTioN:  Kekaha Kai State Park, North Kona, Hawai‘i
TMK: (3) 7-2-005:003 7-2-004:019

Please find Loko I‘a Restoration Application HA-15-06 for proposed restoration work on three
anchialine ponds at Kekaha State Park on the above subject parcels.

The largest pond is located just inside of the coastal dune. It was partially lined with rock walls and
managed as a fishpond by indigenous Hawaiians, although it lacks some of the ‘classic’ loko i‘a
elements such as makaha and ‘auwai. A smaller pond is located 100 feet inland from the first, while
a third lies in a different section of the park and is bounded by the sandy coast and a lava flow.

All three ponds were damaged during the 2011 tsunami, which deposited large amounts of sand in
the ponds. In addition, the ecosystems have been degraded by invasive plants and predatory fish, as
well as algae and bacteria build-up.

The restoration work will involve completing a baseline survey of the ponds by a Division of
Aquatic Resources staff, removal of invasive fish from the pond using nets, the introduction of a
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single papio (a younger ulua) into each pond as a predator of the invasive guppies, hand removal of
invasive plants from the ponds, and the mechanical removal of sedimentation.

An excavator will be used to remove the large amount of sand that is covering the rock wall on the
first pond; after this Park volunteers will remove the sand by hand and by using a trash pump.

Once the restoration work is completed the lands surrounding the ponds will be planted with native
plant species. The ponds will be monitored to assess the return of ‘Gpae‘ula and other anchialine
species.

No stocking or harvesting is currently planned.

We have included the application. We would appreciate any comments your agency or office has on
the proposed project and its associated best management practices. The documents can also be
found on our website at dinr.hawaii.gov/occl/hoala-loko-ia.

Please let us know by Thursday January 14 if we should be expecting comments from your agency.
Contact Michael Cain at 587-0048, should you have any questions on this matter.
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